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IDEV 3200 (.5) and IDEV 4190 (.25) 
Individual Work/Study in International Development (Independent Study) 

 
Fall 2010 

 
Course Advisor:  Dr. Victoria L. Edge 
 
Course Instructors:  
Sherilee Harper, harpers@uoguelph.ca, 519-824-4120 ext. 54595 
Ashlee Cunsolo Willox, ashlee@uoguelph.ca, 519-837-8713 
 
Office Hours: as needed 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: IDEV 3200 AND IDEV 4190 
 
These Independent Study courses builds off work accomplished in IDEV 4200 (Winter 2010), and 
provides the opportunity to participate in a large research grant, Changing Climate, Changing 
Health, Changing Stories, funded by Health Canada’s First Nations and Inuit Health Branch 
(FNIHB) and the Nasivvik Centre for Inuit Health and Changing Environments.  
 
This multi-year community-based capacity-building pilot project is situated in community of Rigolet, 
Nunatsiavut, and studies the impact of climate change on human health and well-being in Inuit 
communities. Specifically, this project utilizes participatory community-based digital media (digital 
storytelling, storymapping, and PhotoVoice), and qualitative research methodologies (interviews, focus 
groups, surveys, and questionnaires) to gather data, to create accessible and transferrable educational 
health media, and to engage community members in the research process.  
 
Building on previous research experience with this project through IDEV 4200, the curriculum for these 
courses is centred around the opportunity to further explore and analyze the observations and 
perceptions of climate change in Rigolet, Nunatsiavut, which are held by youth and young adults (ages 
12 to 25 years old), and to study the impacts of these observations and perceptions on future 
expectations held by youth and young adults.  
 
It is envisioned that by the end of both these courses, you will have produced a full research proposal 
and literature review (IDEV 4190) and a paper for publication in a peer-reviewed scholarly journal 
(IDEV 3200); in so doing, you will have the opportunity to develop professional and transferable skills 
in academic writing, data analysis, scholarly paper construction, and the peer review process.   
 
 
The Community of Rigolet, Nunatsiavut 
 
According to their website (www.rigoletlab.ca), land, sky, and sea 
come together in perfect harmony to form the community of 
Rigolet (54οN, 58οW, Figure 1). The rocky coastline is met with 
dense boreal forest and blankets of caribou moss, and is topped 
with bald, windswept hills. Hamilton Inlet’s waters are dotted with 
islands and teeming with life, including Atlantic salmon, arctic 

Figure 1. A map of Labrador and Nunatsiavut Canada. 
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char, sea trout, seals, otters, beavers, and grampus.  Rocky inlets along the coast support diverse seabird 
colonies which include Atlantic puffins, thick-billed and common murres, and razorbills. Countless 
ponds and lakes are the nesting areas for several species of migratory birds, such as black ducks and 
Canada geese. There is also a wide variety of wildlife that make their home here, such as black bears, 
polar bears, foxes, martins, muskrats, wolves, lynx, caribou, and partridge.  The plants around Rigolet 
offer valuable food and craft resources, and wood is harvested for shelter and warmth. 
 
Considering the beauty of the land, it is not surprising that in the 1600’s the Nunatsiavut Inuit expanded 
into Hamilton Inlet, spending their summers on the coast to harvest the bountiful sea, and moved to the 
interior during the winter to hunt off the land.  Then, in the 18th Century, Hamilton Inlet became host to 
European explorers and traders, and in 1743 Louis Fornel landed near the present day Rigolet and 
established Rigolet’s first trading post.  Thus, many of the families in Rigolet today are decedents of the 
European settlers and Nunatsiavut Inuit. Rigolet currently has a population of 259, with the majority of 
residents indentifying as Inuit (94.3%), equal number of men and women, and children comprising 19% 
of the population. Today, hunting and fishing are done mainly for food and not trade.  However, seal 
hunting is still done commercially, and professional trapping has survived on a small level.  Rigolet is the 
most southern Inuit community in the world and is a place where time answers only to the weather and 
the tides. 
 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: IDEV 3200 AND IDEV 4190 
 
Combined, these courses have a two-fold approach:  

1. to introduce the student to the impacts of climate change on human health in Rigolet, 
Nunatsiavut, with an emphasis on youth perceptions and observations of these changes;  

2.  to introduce the student to the steps involved in producing a research article manuscript for a 
peer-reviewed scholarly journal.  

Specifically, these courses will emphasize: 
• synthesis and integration of knowledge across a spectrum of topics and themes relating to the 

climate-health relationship; 
• analytical and critically-reflective thinking and writing; 
• professional and academic research skills; 
• data analysis and integration; 
• professional and academic writing; 
• working in an interdisciplinary team; and 
• independent work and thought. 

 
 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: IDEV 4190 
 

1. Prepare a brief research proposal outlining the research question that will form the basis and 
framework for the literature review, analysis and final paper;  

2. Complete a literature review on relevant academic sources on the course topic; and 
3. On-going communication with the course instructors, and at times, members of the research team. 
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ASSIGNMENTS & ASSESSMENT: IDEV 4190 
 
There is one point of assessment for this course, worth 100% of your final mark: produce a project 
proposal and literature review, in preparation for your final journal article in IDEV 3200.  
 
It is expected that by the end of the semester, and working in conjunction with the course instructors 
and advisor, you will have produced a fully-formed research proposal, complete with objectives, a main 
research question (or questions), and a guiding theoretical and methodological framework. It is also 
expected that this proposal be supported by an in-depth literature review of your topic area. This 
proposal and this literature review will be used as the basis of your final journal article in IDEV 3200.  
 
You will be assessed by the two course instructors and the course advisor, and your final mark for your 
paper will be an average of the three individual marks.  
 
In particular, you will be graded for: 

• Clarity and coherence of writing (spelling, grammar, syntax, sophistication of language and 
sentences, etc.  

• Creativity of research question  
• Clarity of research objectives 
• Quality of literature review 

 
This paper is due by the beginning of November, date to be negotiated with the course advisor, course 
instructors, and student.  
 

 
REQUIRED READING: IDEV 4190 

 
There are no specific required readings for this course, as it is expected that you will continue to build 
off the research conducted in IDEV 4200, as well as in IDEV 3200, and continue your own, 
independent in-depth literature review in areas pertinent to your paper.  
 

 
* * * 

 
 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: IDEV 3200 
 

1. Analyze data gathered from community research, including interviews, focus groups, surveys, 
and digital stories (gathered in Rigolet in October 2009, January/February 2010, March 2010, 
July/August 2010, and October 2010); 

2. Produce a paper for publication for a peer-reviewed scholarly journal which conforms to journal 
requirements and specifications; and 

3. On-going communication with the course instructors, and at times, members of the research 
team. 
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ASSIGNMENTS & ASSESSMENT: IDEV 3200 
 
There is one point of assessment for this course, worth 100% of your final mark: Produce a paper 
that is publication-ready for a peer-reviewed scholarly journal (to be determined with Course 
Instructors). 
 
It is expected that by the end of the semester, and working in conjunction with the course instructors 
and advisor, you will have produced a full draft manuscript that conforms to specific journal 
requirements, and contains: 

• An introduction and literature review 
• Objectives and methodology 
• Results 
• Discussion and Conclusion 
• References 

You will be assessed by the two course instructors and the course advisor (who will also be co-authors 
on this paper, along with the Rigolet Inuit Community Government), and your final mark for your 
paper will be an average of the three individual marks.  
 
In particular, you will be graded for: 

• Clarity and coherence of writing (spelling, grammar, syntax, sophistication of language and 
sentences, etc.  

• Level of analysis and critical thinking 
• Quality of literature review 
• Ability to integrate and analyze research findings  
• Depth and level of discussion and conclusions 
• Adherence to journal requirements  

 
This paper is due on Friday, December 10th, 2010 by midnight, via email to the course instructors 
and advisor. It is expected, however, that you will meet with the course instructors regularly throughout 
the semester to show progress and preliminary research results.  
 
 

REQUIRED READING: IDEV 3200 
 
There are no specific required readings for this course, as it is expected that you will continue to build 
off the research conducted in IDEV 4200, as well as IDEV 4190, and continue your own, independent 
in-depth literature review in areas pertinent to your paper.  
 

* * * 
 
 

NOTE ON PLAGIARISM: IDEV 3200 AND IDEV 4190 
 
Note on Plagiarism: Perhaps this goes without saying, but please don’t plagiarize, and/or misrepresent 
other’s work as your own and/or hand in assignments from other classes and/or not reference things 
fully and correctly. We take Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism very seriously.  For more 
information on the University of Guelph’s plagiarism policy, please visit  
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www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml. 
And remember: when in doubt, CHECK WITH SOMEONE. If you have any issues or concerns about 
plagiarism, and/or unsure of how to reference something, please check with your course instructors, 
visit the friendly folks at the Learning Commons, or go online and visit the Learning Common’s 
Academic Integrity web information and tutorial: www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/

 

—it is a great 
resource that will help you ‘learn with integrity,’ by providing ample information about plagiarism and 
academic misconduct.  

 
 

STATEMENT OF STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 

E-mail Communication 
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their <uoguelph.ca> e-mail account 
regularly: e-mail is the official route of communication between the university and its students. 
        
When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement: 
When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or compassionate 
reasons, please advise the course instructor, in writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact.  Where 
possible, this should be done in advance of the missed work or event, but otherwise, as soon as possible 
after the due date, and certainly no longer than one week later.  Note: if appropriate documentation of 
your inability to meet that in-course requirement is necessary, the course instructor, or delegate, will 
request it of you. Such documentation will rarely be required for course components representing less 
than 10% of the course grade.  Such documentation will be required, however, for Academic 
Consideration for missed end-of-term work and/or missed final examinations.   
 
Drop Date 
The last date to drop one-semester Fall 2010 courses, without academic penalty, is Thursday, November 
4, 2010. Please verify this with your academic counsellors.   
 
Academic Misconduct 
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity and 
enjoins all members of the University community– faculty, staff, and students– to be aware of what 
constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent academic offences from 
occurring.  The University of Guelph takes a serious view of academic misconduct, and it is your 
responsibility as a student to be aware of and to abide by the University’s policy.  Included in the 
definition of academic misconduct are such activities as cheating on examinations, plagiarism, 
misrepresentation, and submitting the same material in two different courses without written permission 
from the relevant instructors. For more information on Academic Misconduct, please visit 
www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml 
 
 For students found guilty of academic misconduct, serious penalties, up to and including suspension or 
expulsion, can be imposed.  Hurried or careless submission of work does not exonerate students of 
responsibility for ensuring the academic integrity of their work.   
 
To better understand your responsibilities, read the Undergraduate Calendar at 
www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/2010-2011/c01/index.shtml. 
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