
Department of Population Medicine 

POPM*6950 (01) ST: Ecosystem Approaches to Health 

Sessions:  

Wednesdays from 1 pm to 4 pm in Stewart Building Room 2511 

May 3 to June 21 inclusive 

In addition to these session times, there will be 3 field trips that will be scheduled on 
Wednesday mornings (tentative dates: May 17, May 24 and June 7). 

Course Coordinators / Instructors: 

Dr. Sherilee Harper and Dr. Cate Dewey 
 
OVC, Stewart Building, Rooms 2524 and 2509  
 
GTA: Dr. Katie Clow  
 
Email: harpers@uoguelph.ca;  cdewey@uoguelph.ca; kclow@uoguelph.ca  

Calendar Description:  

Are you preoccupied by the health of ecosystems, communities, humans and/or 
animals?   
 
Discover innovative and dynamic approaches for better understanding the multiple  
factors which influence health - ecosystem approaches to health - with an experienced, 
multi-disciplinary, pan-Canadian team. During this intensive course you will learn 
methods for carrying out research and interventions on issues at the confluence of 
health, the environment, and society.   
 
This course is available to graduate students from all disciplines and to professionals 
interested in these themes.  We offer a rigorous, hands-on pedagogical approach, 
illustrated through an overarching a case study, “the role of universities in their 
watersheds.” [0.5 credits]  

Course Objectives:  

The overall objective of this course is to provide students a working knowledge of the 
principles of ecosystem approaches to health including systems thinking, 
transdisciplinarity, sustainability, social and gender equity, participatory action, and 
knowledge to action.   

 

 



By the end of the course, students are expected to be able to:  

1. Illustrate ecosystem approaches to health principles into their own research 
project. 

2. Apply the principles of ecosystem approaches to health when evaluating the 
research project design of others from their own and different disciplinary groups.  

3. Demonstrate giving effective peer feedback on others’ research projects, and 
receiving effective peer and instructor feedback on their own research projects.  

4. Reflect critically on the course discussions, interactive sessions, and field trips 
(this may be in the form of writing, photography, or other art form).  

5. Translate course theme(s) into material accessible and of interest to the general 
public by writing blogs.  

6. Analyze the complexity of the ecological footprint of the University of Guelph by 
working collectively with the other students in the course to produce a “Rich 
Picture Map”.  

Teaching/Learning Strategy:  

This part online, part face-to-face graduate level course on ecosystem approaches to  
health is being offered at three sites: University of Guelph, University of Northern British 
Columbia, and Institute Armand-Frappier, INRS l'Université du Québec.  
 
Half of the course will be conducted as simultaneous webinars from each of the 3 
universities and the other half of the course will be locally-run sessions conducted 
through guest lectures and workshop-style learning. All sessions will be a combination of 
tutorials and interactive learning. Experiential learning will be enhanced through field 
trips (Arboretum, Guelph Lake, Organic farm / bee lab).  

The course assignments will include individual work, feedback to fellow students, and 
one large, site-specific group project. There is no required textbook for the course. 
Students are expected to complete readings from peer-reviewed literature prior to each 
session. 

Assignments and Evaluation:  

Work Required 
for Course 

Weight 
in Total 
Grade 

Date Due Comments 

Poster of own 
work (research, 
project, interests)  
i. Provide feedback 
to other students 
and reflect on the 
process. 
ii. Document the 
evolution of your 
poster and reflect 
on the process. 

20% May 17th & 
May 24th, 
respectively 

Ensure feedback from other students is 
incorporated into your own poster. Provide a 
reflection and description of the evolution of 
your own learning.  
 

Blog postings  10% May 18th 1st Blog is due May 18th and 2nd is due June 



i. Personal 
postings 
ii. Comments on at 
least 2 blogs 
written by students 
from universities 
other than your 
own university 
 

and June 
1st. 

1st. Blog responses are due May 25th and 
June 8th. 

Scholarly paper 35% June 28th  Link three reflections as appendices. 
Rich Picture Map 30% June 21st  Group presentation will be the week before 

the final synchronous session, so that we 
can comment as a group as part of the final 
session. 

Participation 5% June 21th Attendance and participation in classes, 
field trips and active participation in cross-
Canada parts of the course. 

 
Student Assessment: 
 

1. Individual tasks (60%): 
 

a. Posters - 20% due May 17th and 24th 

Prior to the first course session, participants will be expected to fill out a poster 
presentation template online on their ‘work’ (interests, projects, research, practice). As 
the course evolves, participants will revise and supplement their poster with new ideas, 
methods, and references. Each of the other participants in the course (faculty and 
students) will be invited to comment on other posters with a “post-it” system. The 
objective of this activity is to have a dialogue among participants on individuals’ projects. 
Peer feedback and an individual poster reflection will be assessed in relation to course 
objectives. 

• Peer Feedback (5%): Students will be asked to provide feedback on each other’s 
posters early off-line and will be asked for a reflection on the process of giving and 
receiving peer feedback. Date due: May 17th   

• Poster Reflection (15%): Students will be asked to document the evolution of 
their posters through the course to-date and reflect on how their learning of 
ecohealth influences their work plans. Date due: May 24th  

 

b. Scholarly Paper - 35% due June 28th 

The scholarly paper (2000 to 3000 words plus appendices) should reflect the themes of 
ecohealth and exemplify a significant depth of inquiry, reflecting the principles of the 
course and well-supported by relevant academic literature. Date due: June 28th.  

 



For the appendices, throughout the course, write 3 reflective journal entries that explore 
ecohealth themes in relation to the case study, course sessions, experiences during the 
course, and/or their own work. A variety of entries are welcome and could include 
conventional academic writing and creative work such as poetry, photography, or 
artwork. Emphasis will be on digital formats for sharing with site instructors, with 
adequate privacy protection.  

 
2. Group Work (40%):  

There are two types of group work: Rich Picture Map (small groups at university site) 
and Blog (small groups across sites).  

 
a. Rich Picture Map - 30% due June 21st  

 

Throughout the course, students are encouraged to reflect upon key themes and the 
application of course material while visiting a number of field sites. Students will take 
part in a with-in site, group activity which allows them to embody and deeply explore 
these reflections through creating a rich picture map. The intent of this assignment is to 
enable students to work together and expand upon their perspectives of ecohealth 
through locating key course themes within the complex socio-political and biophysical 
backdrop of the case study and generate options and paths for research, practice or 
policy actions. This Rich Picture Map is a creative group-lead output that may take any 
creative form (map, video, photo collage, structure made of clay or natural objects).  
 

b. Blog - 10% due May 18th and June 1st:  

 
The Blog is a cross-site assignment that will be informed by the students own work on 
the rich picture maps and other field trip insights. In reading other students’ postings, 
students can reflect the connections among health, environment and society. The blog 
postings are due May 18th and June 1st. Each student must comment another student’s 
posting by May 25th and June 8th (two responses in total).   

 
More detailed instructions and rubrics for these assignments will be shared with 
students during the course. 

If you cannot meet a course requirement  

If you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or 
compassionate reasons, please advise the course coordinator in writing, with your 
name, Student ID#, and e-mail contact. See the graduate calendar for information on 
regulations and procedures for Academic Consideration: 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/sec_d0e2082.shtml  

Drop date  



The last date to drop one-semester courses, without academic penalty, is Thursday, 
June 8, 2017. Refer to the Graduate Calendar for the complete schedule of dates: 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate 

E-mail communication  

As per university regulations, all students are required to check their University of 
Guelph <uoguelph.ca> e-mail account regularly. E-mail is the official route of 
communication between the University and its students.  

Students with Special Needs/Learning Disabilities  

If you suspect you may have a disability that will affect your learning in this course, you 
are strongly encouraged to consult the Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
(http://www.uoguelph.ca/csd/). Students who require academic accommodation due to a 
disability must first contact the SAS. The Centre will review the student’s documentation 
concerning the disability and assist the student in making the appropriate arrangements 
with the instructors.  

Academic Misconduct  

The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic 
integrity and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community – faculty, 
staff, and students – to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as 
much as possible to prevent academic offences from occurring.  

University of Guelph students have the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy 
on academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff and students 
have the responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. 
Students need to remain aware that instructors have access to and the right to use 
electronic and other means of detection. The Academic Misconduct Policy is detailed in 
the Graduate Calendar: https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/2015- 
2016/genreg/sec_d0e2386.shtml  

For more details, you are strongly encouraged to consult the University’s Academic 
Integrity tutorial, a short but highly useful online tutorial to help inform and clear common 
misconceptions regarding academic misconduct: 
http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/  

Resources  

The Graduate Calendar is the source of information about the University of Guelph’s 
procedures, policies and regulations that apply to graduate programs: 
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/  

 


